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5 4 1 be juſtly wonder ' d at, 
1 that Man, being a Creature 
indued with Reaſon, and fa- 
3 . with an unerring Rule 
to guide it in a Concern of the 

greateſt Importance, knowing the Cor- 
ruption of his Nature, that his Weakneſs 
and Neceſlir: require he ſhould always 
wh recourſe to it, if he would avoid the 
nger of eternal Ruin; inſtead of this, 

e ſhould be generally running from it 
= the Mazes of Error, and Folly, and 
Schemes of his own Invention. But as, 
I doubt not, this will be very evident to 
the ſerious Reader : that I may not be 


miſtaken in my View, to mean only ſuch, 

who either ſeem not to be any way con- 
| cern'd to know the Tenor of the Sacred 
. A 2 Wri- 
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Writings, or think the Difficulties which 
others meet with, in the Study of this 


Book, will be ſufficient to excuſe their 


Ignorance: I take it to be no leſs the 
Caſe of ſuch, who read what is there writ- 
ten in a myſterious manner, without con- 
ſidering their indiſpenſable Duty, to com- 
pare one Scripture with another, as the 
only way to avoid thoſe Errors, which 
endanger the Soul by a neglect of it. 
As to my own part, it is a matter that 
appears to me ſo evident, that they are 
the only authentick Interpreters of them- 
ſelves, as not to need inſiſting on; and 
that thoſe who are truly concern'd to 
give us the moſt difficult Paſſages in a 
plainer manner, will do this, accordin 

to the Apoſtle, not in the words which 
Man's Wiſdom teacheth, but which the 
Holy Spirit teacheth; comparing ſpiritual 
Things with ſpiritual. Therefore it is 
our Lord commands us, to ſearch the 
Scriptures, for in them we think we have 
eternal Life, and they are they (if we 
ler them ſpeak) which teſtify of him. 
Of which, 1 am perſuaded, had the Au- 
thor of the Scripture Doctrine of the 
Trinity duly confider'd ; inſtead of his 
own Expoſitions, in fayour of the moſt 
1 Tenets, the World might have 


been oblig'd to him for ſuch as were 


Scriptural, and therefore without Excep- 
In. 


„ e 


and refure What he has there adyanc'd, 


© &; 


tion. | But ſince he has not | endeayour'd 
by this means, whatever the Title of his 


Book may import, to promote the Know- 


ledge of the great Myſtery of Godlineſs 
2 Truth 15 in EN that I might 
contribute ſomething ro this great End, 
contrary to ſound Doctrine, I was willing 
to attempt it in the propos'd Method 

It will be readily granted, it is a great 
advantage to have the Character of Parts, 
and Learning, that many in this Nation 
deſervedly have; and that they have it 
thereby in their power, to be very uſeful 
in the World: but J hope I need not uſe 
any Arguments to prove ſuch Endow- 
ments in themſelves, are not to be re- 
ly'd on, to our knowing God aright. 
We are told, none know the things of 
God, but by his Spirit; and the Scrip- 
ture affords no core to any, 
to expect his Teaching, but thoſe who 
come to the Father, in the Son, and have 
no Confidence in the Fleſh : The natural 
Man receiveth not the Things of the 
Spirit of God, for they are fooliſhneſs 
to him; neither can he know them, be- 
cauſe they are ſpiritually diſcern'd, Yet 
every one who owns a God, mult own it 
is their Duty, to endeavour after a right 


Knowledge of him; fince according to 


that, will be our Worſhip of him, and 
| F Love 


* 
f 


„ 

Love to him. As this Knowledge there- 

fore is only to be had in his Word, we 

ought to a ply to that with humble 
ther 


Minds, an e we ſhall find he has 
made a Diſcovery of himſelf to thoſe, 
who ſecing their need of his Grace, ſub- 
mit to his Inſtitutions; there we ſhall 
learn, who he is, and how he will be 


- worſhip'd ; that before him, there was no 


God form'd, nor ſhould be after him; 
that he is the Lord, and befides him rhere 
is no Saviour; that for his own Sake, 
he blotteth out the Tranſgreſſions of his 
People, and will not remember their Sins. 
Thence it will appear to ſuch, how he 
who is Juſt, ſhould thus juſtify Sinners, 


yet will by no means clear the Guilty: 
for from thence we may alſo learn, that 


a Virgin ſhould bear a Son, and call 
his name Immanuel; that a Child was to 
be born, a Son to be given, whoſe name 
ſhould be calPd,-—the everlaſting Fa- 
ther: That this Meſſiah, in whom God 
was, being conceived by the Holy Spi- 
rit, and therefore calPd the Son of God; 
as, being made of a Woman, he was alſo 
calPd the Son of Man; ſhould be cut off, 
but not for himſelf; That he rook upon 
him the form of a Servant, that he might 


fulfil every tittle of the Law, and bear 
their Sins on the Tree, who all like 


Sheep had gone aſtray, and turn d every 
| one 


11 
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one to his own way ; That when he had 
thus finiſh'd Tranſgreſſion, and made an 
end of Sin, having offer'd himſelf through 
the eternal Spirit, without ſpot to God, 
he raiſed him from the dead. And laſtly, 
that as God was in Chriſt, reconciling the 
World to himſelf, he will come again 
in him, to judge the Secrets of Men by 
him, taking Vengeance on thoſe who 
know him not, and obey not the Goſpel 
of his Son. It therefore follows, from 
what is thus briefly ſaid, that God is 
pleasd to manifeſt himſelf, as a Being of 
infinite Purity, and Perfection; whoſe 
Laws being tranſgreſsd by Mankind, 
would not ſhew Mercy to them, but in 
a way conſiſtent with that Majeſty, whom 
they had offended, whereby Mercy and 
Truth may meet together, Righteouſ- 
nels and Peace may kiſs each other. 
From hence alſo it will be evident, that 
God does manifeſt himſelf in a twofold 
manner, (viz.) in Chrift an everlaſting 
reconciled Father, out of Chrift a con- 
ſuming Fire; which he will ſurely be to 
all thoſe who oppoſe themſelves to ſuch 
condeſcending Offers of Mercy, and do 
not fly to lay hold of the Hope ſer be- 
fore them, that they may thereby have 
a Claim to the Righteouſneſs, which God 
hath brought in by him, and which alone 
will juſtify in his ſight. Ic muſt there. 
os fore 


68) 


fore behove all Men, the Learned and Un- 


ing perſuaded, that fince it is addreſs'd 


look into. 
God, who is a Spirit, with whom there 


Exod. 24. 
14. 


Deut. 3 2. 


359. 


learned, of whatſoever Character they be, 
to look into, and liſten aſter, the Myſte- 
ry of Godlineſs, with an humble Depen- 
dence upon the guidance of the Spirit of 
God; by whom as it is reveal'd in his 
Word, it ſhall be alſo in the Hearts of 
thoſe who fear him, and are open to re- 
ceive the amazing Truth. To ſuch, and 
only to ſuch as theſe, is this heavenly 
Secret reveaPd, which continues under 
ſo thick a Veil, as it evidently does, to 
many at this Day. And now I proceed 
to repreſent, and, as God ſhall enable me, 
reconcile any ſeeming Contrariety there 
may be in the relation we have of it; be- 


to us as Creatures indued with Reaſon, 
we may, as reaſonable Creatures, believe 
it, tho acknowledg'd fo great a Myſtery, 
as to be even fit for Angels to deſire to 


is no variableneſs nor - ſhadow of turn- 


ing; who diſcerns, and hates, not only 


the groſſer Acts, but alſo the more re- 
ſery'd Idolatry of the Mind, declares him- 
ſelf in this manner. 

The Lox p, whoſe Name is Jea- 
lous, is a jealous God. 
See now that I, even I, am he, and 


there is no God with me. 1 


That 


(ts) 

That Men may know that thou, whoſe Pl. 83. 
Name alone is JEHOVAH, art the moſt ** 

High over all the Earth, 


- 


| —— Before me there was no God form- 16.. 43, 
ed, neither ſhall there be. after me, I, > + 
even I am the Loxp, and beſide me there . 
is no Saviour. Ver. 15. I am the Logp 
your in, one, the Creator of T/rael, your 
King. Ver. 25, I, even I, am he, that 
blotteth out thy Tranſgreſſions for my 
_ Sake, and will not, remember thy 

ins. 

AA am the firſt, and J am the laſt, 16 44. 6. 
and beſides me there is no God. Ver. 8. 
Is there a God beſides me? yea, there 
is no God, I know not any. 
Hear O Iſrael, the Lord our God is Mark. 12. 
one Lord. 1 _=_— = 
And this is Life Eternal, that they Job. 15.3. 
=_ know thee the only true God, and 

Jeſus Chriſt whom thou haſt ſear. | 
Without Controverſy 12 is ther Tim. 3. 
Myſtery of Godlineſs, God was manifeſt '*: 
in the Fleſh. OS | 

Looking for that bleſſed Hope, and the Tl. 2. 13. 
glorious Ae of the great God and 
our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt [even Jeſus 
Chriſt 1<- ing - 3 
Il am the firſt and the laſt.) Rex. . 
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Mat, J. 20, ◻＋σoſeph the Son of David, fear not 


. to take unto thee Mary thy, Wife; for 
"that which is conceived in her is of tho 
n .JY voi; on © 
And ſhe ſhall brin forth a; Son, and 
thou ſhalt call his Name Jeſus; for he 
mall fave his People from their Sins. 
Vo sste, Rid they dhall; call his Name 
Immanuel, which, being interpreted, is 
God with us. [That we ſhould not have 
confus'd, or Wrong Apprehenſions, of 
him who is a jealous God, we are told in 
this, and in Luke's Goſpel, that what was 
conceiv'd in the Virgin AMary,. was of the 
Holy Spirit: and is aſſign'd as the expreſs 
Lak. z. Reaſon, why Chriſt is *, call'd the Son 
of God. Which muſt therefore be un- 
derſtood, not of his Divine, but Human 
Nature: His Name is calld, Immanuel, 
God wich us, ( vis.) in his Son Jeſus 
2 Cor. 3. Chriſt, to reconcile the World to him- 


. 


290%  felf, The Father that dwelleth in me, 
43 * 1? he doth the Works. But if I caſt, out 
+ Mat 12, Devils by the Spirit of God, then, the 
* „ Kingdom of God is come unto, you. I 
2% can of my own ſelf do nothing: as I 


hear, I judge; and my Judgment is juſt, 
becauſe I ſeek not my own Will,,but the 
Will of the Father which hath ſent me] 
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——This Man blaſphemeth. The Mae 9 3 
Jews would not believe wo that he was 
the Son of Joſeph, and therefore (tho Job. s. 
he did ſuch Miracles as ſome of. them 42. 
confeſs, none could do, except God © 4% 
were with him) they were Ready with 
a Charge of Blaſphemy againſt him, in 
whom God took this gracious Method | 2 Cor. 


to manifeſt, himſelf to ſinful Men.] 12. 19. 
8 E — T., III. f 12 1 OI; 8 
He that receiveth you, Ha met hc 10. 


and he that receiveth me, receiveth hi 
that ſent me, Keb Spirit of. * Chit 1 Pet. f. 
who is the Spiri of God; who is God. 

even the Father, whom ; Chriſt was : 


EN! 11 m. 8. 
raiſed from, 0 Wd Was, in their meg. 5s ect. . 


ſure, in them; but in _ Chriſt wathour fol. I 
ne OL 111 57877 oh 21 oi (43 U * 
a A rot 4 1 A _— ee 
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Feen and in Al can ſay that 
= 0 x _ Jeſus is the Lord, but by. the Holy 
3 * * — 
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Mat, 12.8. For the Son of Man is Lord, even 


* Gal. 44. "Mao, being made of a * Woman.] 


' $BCT. VI. 


Mat. 12. «Wherbfore I fay unto Us u, all manner 

31. of Sin and Blaſphemy ſhall be forgiven 
unto Men : — the Bl 3 againſt 
the Holy Spirit ſhall not forgiven un- 
to Men, 


gainſt the Son of Man, it ſhall be for- 
given him: but whoſoever ſpeaketh a- 
gainſt the Holy Spirit, it ſhall not be for- 
given him, neither in this World, neither 
in the World to come. | 

[But, tho this is deliver'd in ſo full and 
plain a manner, there are ſome who ſay 
tis evident, by the Holy Spirit in this 
place, cannot be meant his Perſon, but 

is Works; becauſe no reaſon can be gi- 


upon, why B 
ſhould be more unpardonable than Againſt 


the ID. or Father. But * however | it 


Appears | 


of the Sabbath Day. [Call'd the Son of 


a yy © fo, po pry e 2 BY 


And Yi ſpeaketh a word a- | 


1 ven, according to the Principles they go | 
; alphemy againſt the Spirit 


> A A © 


ans 


My'0vS9 © 


( 13 ) ) | 

appears to others, is what the real Chriſ- 

tian can give a reaſonable account of; 
becauſe, it cannot be ſuppo&d they were 
equally criminal: or it could not poſſibly 

be a Sin of ſo heinous a Nature in them, to 

ſpeak againſt the Son, whom they knew * Joh. 6. 
not; or againſt the Father, of whom = 42 
they were likewiſe ignorant; as that muſt 19. 
be, of which any are guilty, when they 

fin againſt the Holy Spirit, who is no 
other than God manifeſting himſelf to Sin- 
ners, through * his Son, for their Con- Rom. 3. 
viction, and Salvation.] | — 


| pb * 
Ser. . — 


84 Whence hath this Man this Wiſdom, Mar. 14. 

and theſe mighty Works? Is not this the 5+ 

r- | Carpenter's Son? [The mean Condition 

a- | in which our Lord appear'd, gave ſuch + 

r-. | Offence to the Jews, who thought they 

er knew him, and whence he was, that Joh. 7. 
they would not own him as the Meſſiah. J *7- 


* 


SECT. vin. 


Have Mercy on me, O Lord, thou Nat. 5. 
Son of David. [Being made of the Seed 22. 
of David, as concerning the Fleſh $ Luk. 3 
it oak am the Root and the Offspring of * Rom. 9. 
den e 


5 Rev. 22. 
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Mat. 6. ——Whom do Men fay, that I hy”: bn 
Son of Man am? And they faid, 1 7 0 
ay thou art John the Baptiſt, ſome Elias, 
and others Jeremias, or one of the Pro- 
hets. He ſaith unto them, But whom 
ay ye that I am? And Simon Peter an- 0 
ſwer' d and ſaid, Thou art Chriſt, the Son 
of the living God. [But whom fay xe 
that F am? A queſtion. of the greareh. 1 þ 
Job. 17. importance, it being Life * Eternal, 4 
ken the only true God, and Jeſus Chriſt f 
whom he hath ſent. -Therefbre in anſwer { 
to it, after we haye, oblery'd it is t _ 
put, who I the Son of Man am? Let us bf 
carefully atrend to what Peter replies, and * 
our Lord approves; Thou 5 the 
Son of the living, God. He is the Son ofß 
* Sect. 1. God, as conceivd by the Holy Spirit, IEA 
Selb 3. he is the Son of Man, as made of a Wo- | b 
man; which apprehenſion of him, among J 
the many Opinions of Men, is moſt agree- | A 
1 able to Truth, as he is "the © Chrift of | 2 
20. God. I | 
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Mat 4. — mall alſo che Son V voi, 
3 9 ſuffer of them. [We were recor- 70 Be 
TRY z. led l by the Death of his! Son. rn. 
10. 2982 1 As 8 
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. 
4 . 
| | 
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o 
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** 
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* A 


K. 
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lh the midſt of the ſeven Candleſticks, : 
one like unto, the Son of Man. Ver. 17. 13. 


(15 1 

As we find he is ſpoken! of, Where it is 

ſaid, Of whom as: concerning the Fleſh 

: Chriſt came (and as concerning which Sea, 8. 

he ſuffer d) Who is over — Go bleſſed . 

for ever. Amen.] C 22 * 
— 8 4. 


SECT. XI. 


For * two or LES are gathered Mat. 28. 


together in my Name, there am I in the? 
.maidlt of them. Lo Jam with y ou 


always, eyen unto the end of the World. * 28. 


„Key. I. 


And he laid his right Hand upon me, 
laying unto me, Fear a, n am n firſt 


n and the ad » 21 * 
bow 712 0 | 


7 115 13 - 8: E 0 T; Xl. 2 * 
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hy calleſt thou me e Good? There war. rg. 
is none good but one, that is God. [(The 17. 
Jems generally eſteem d our Lord, to be + Joh. 6, 
ng more than a mere Man: of which O42. 
ey we muſt jlikewiſe ſuppoſe the Per- 

lan Was, * is. here W 


uc 11: SE CT. XIII 

i — But to ſit on my right Hand, and Mat. 20. 
on my left, is not mine to give, [as 2 
Ban: e as the Son of Man, $a. 1. 


came Ver. 28. 


thy 
* 
"x 
in | 
me | 
I 
11 
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| 
; 
C4 1 
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came not to be miniſtred unto, but to 


17 16 


miniſter, and to give his Life a Ranſom 


102. 


Mat, 22. 0 
Son is he? They ſay unto him, The Son 
of David. He ſaith unto them, How 


42. 


for many. [In whom the Fulneſs of 
Deity ' dwelleth _ and-from whom, 
as he had the Diſpoſition, ſo alſo he had 
the Power. ] | 


* 
by 


s E CT. XIV. 
What think ye of Chriſt? Whoſe 


then doth David in Spirit call him Lord, 
_ faying, The Loxp ſaid unto my Lord, Sit 
thou on my right Hand, till I make thine 
Enemies thy Footſtool? If David then 


call him Lord, how is he his Son? And 
no Man was able to anſwer him a word. 
Here is a , Jer put, and a Truth ye- 
ry readily aſſerted. But, when our Lord 


proceeds to ask theſe Phariſees, who were 

-  . a Sect generally eſteem'd the moſt Learned, 
and Religious, among the Jews, how Da- 
vid calls him Lord; and fince he calls 


10. 


him Lord, how he is alſo calld his Son: 


It will appear they knew not what they 
ſaid. They had nothing to anſwer. 
Which, tho, a Queſtion of as great Con- 
cern to know at this time as ever; and 


we have the advantage of having Life 
2 Tim. 1. and Immortality brought to Light by 


the Goſpel, even with this Advantage, 


M{z=5H AW 
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the genetality of thoſe eſteem'd the moſt 
Learned, and Religious, among profels'd 
Chriſtians, it may be fear d, would be as 


* much at a loſs to anſwer, (except thoſe 
Knowledge) as the Jews themſelves.] 2. 
N i 4 


1 2 ds not k | is ES 
oſe But of that Day and Hour knoweth no Mar 24. 


on | Man, no not the Angels of Heaven, but 3* 

WW | my Father only. 05 as it is in another Mark 13. 

rd, place: But of that Day and that Hour 

Sit Knoweth no Man; no not the Angels 

me which. are in Heaven, neither the Son, 

len but the Father. From hence thoſe who 

nd are ſo unhappy as to imbrace the Arian 

— : frely, : = * ge. themſelves 
Jin their deadl et prevailing) Error. 

ord They ſay it 8 oblery'd, Mere is a 

rei manifeſt gradation in the Text: As firſt, 

ed, we are told no Man knoweth; and we 

D- believe our Lord to be a perfect Man; 

alls that he Was made a little * lower than the Heb 2.7. 

Angels. Secondly, that the Angels do 

KY hot know ; both which are iſſerredin this 

Ver. place, and the knowledge of the time 

on. aſcrib'd only to the Father. But, leſt 

d] ſome ſhould ſay, he may be ſuppos'd to 

lIfe Ipeak of biraſelf in this place, as the Son 

by of Man, who as ſuch was made a little 

To lower than the Angels, and as ſuch doth 


E not 


e 


— 


* * : =* 
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not know the time, and gre hs Prece- 
dence to Angels: Thirdly, To put it 


beyond doubt, according to MarF's Goſ- 


pel; But of that Day and that Hour 
knoweth no Man, no not the Angels 


which are in Heaven, neither the Son, 


but the Father. In which the Evangeliſt, 
as all Things were made by the Word, 
or Son, gives on this account the Prece- 


_ dence to him, (ſo that when, they ſpeak 
of him, as the Son of God, they mean 


incluſively, the Word his Divine Nature.) 
And yet 'we are told he doth not know, 
This is thought by ſome, to be a conſi- 
derable difficulty to thoſe who oppoſe 
the Principles of Arius: And thoſe who 


give into them, take it as an evident Proof 


Cr 


in their favour; ſo that many, by not 
being e read in che Seripeures, 
have been in danger of thoſe pernicious 
Tenets, that the Son, as to his Divine Na- 
ture, is diſtinct from, and inferior to the 
Father, and the Holy Spirit to Father and 
Son. Therefore, to obviate ſich dange. 
rous Miſtakes, it is anſwer'd to what is 
faid above; that tho it is e 
according to the Scripture of Truth, that 
the Son of Man, as ſuch, was made a 
little lower than the Angels; and that 
he would have us believe, as ſuch, he did 
not know the time: And further, that 
tho he was conceiv*d by the Holy pirlt, 


3 . 
and therefore calPd the Sou of God, in 

hom he dwells in a peculiar manner; 
and according to Mark's Goſpel juſtly 
claims, AS uch, the Precedency of An- 


gels; yet, as the Son, he doth not know 


the Day and Hour: But as the fulneſs 

of Deity dwelleth in him, it is he that et. 13. 

ſearcheth the Hearts and trieth the Rev. 2. 

Reins, that knoweth all Things] 30. 21. 
pies --. $8 17. 

S Nie T. XV | 
When the Son of Man ſhall come in Mar. 25- 

his Glory, and all the Holy Angels with; 

him, then ſhall he ſit upon the Throne 

of his Glory, and before him ſhall be 

gather'd all Nations. [So then, ever 

one of us ſhall give account of himſelf 

to + God, —Por * God is Judge himſelf. Bug. 

—In the Day, when God ſhall judge pc. 50.5. 

the Secrets of Men by Jeſus Chriſt, ac- Rom. 2. 

cording to my Goſpel. —Looking for _ 

that bleſſed Hope, and the glorious ap- 

pearing of the great God and our Savi- ' Tit. 2. 

our, Jeſus Chriſt; or, as in ſome Tranſ- 

lations, even Jeſus Chriſt.] a TDN 


SECT. XX 


Then cometh Jeſus with them unto a on 26. 
place call'd Gethſemane, and faith unto 
the Diſciples, Sit ye here, while I go and 

e C 2 pray 


22 „ n marr 1 — 
" o 1 * 4 4 * ? . * 
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pray yonder. And he took with him 
been and the two Sons of Zybedee, and 
an to be forrowful and very heavy. 
07 pj faith he unto them, My Soul is ex- 
ceedin ſorrow ful, even unto Death; tar- 
ry ye here and watch with me. And he 
Went a rel further, and fell on his Pace, 
and prayed, laying, O my Father, if it 
be eff le, let this Cup paſs from me: 
nevertheleſs not as I will, but as thou 
wilt. [Which he ſpeaks, as Man and the 
ect. 10. Son of God, by whoſe Death we are re- 

L o God.] 


en 11 iq 


_—_ * And about the ninth Hour, Jelus cried 
*® with a loud Voice, laying, Eli, Eli, La- 
ma Sabachthani? that is to Hay, My God: 
| my God, why haſt thou forſaken m6? 
Sell. 10. [Prom whence it appears, that Chriſt, 
Seck. . Concerning the - Fleſh, even the Son 1 
God, was left of God to ſuffer Death; 
that as by Man came Peath, by Man, 
* through the * eternal Spirit, offerd with- 


14. 


Tit. 2. Out: ſpot to God, even his own divine 
14. Being, might alſo come the Reſurrection 


of the Dead.] 


00000 „ 


21. 
Aber XIX. 


154 4 a1 Nations bot pi tizin hem in 

rhe Name of the Father, and o the Son, 

and of the Hol Spirit; Bae them | 

to obſerve all ings w! hatſoever 1 baye 
commanded y you':., and lo, L am with vou 
alway, even to the end of the World. 
Amen. {ot rhe Name of the Father, an | 
of the Son in whom the Father, even Seck. 1. 
the Holy Spirit dwelleth, and of tbe 
Holy Spirit who manifeſts himſelf 6a. 3. 
through * his Son, for the recovery of gb. 2. 5. 
fallen Mankind; that = might be Ti. 3.5. 
given to the only wiſe Gad through Je- Nome. 18. 
tus Chriſt, who by his Spirit is wich 27 Ch. 8.9. 
his Church, eyen e the end of 7057 
World. Amen.] 


8 Ber. XX. 


Why. goth this Man thus ſpeak BlaC Mark 2. . 
okibrnies? ? Who can forgive Sins but God 
only? The Jews were told, that a, Vir- ; 167.14. 
gin A bear a Son, and call his Name 
Immanuel: That a Child * was to be born, * Ibid. 9.6. 

a. Son to be given, whoſe Name ſhould 
te calPd Wonderful, Counſellor, the migh- 
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ty God, the everlaſting Father, the Prince 

? Mal. 3.1. of Peace. That the Lord ſhould come 
to his Temple, even the Meſſenger of the 
Covenant, of whom they were at that 
Ik. z. time in general Expectation, he ſhould 
5 come: and therefore had they conſider'd 
theſe, and other Prophecys of the Meſſiah, 

as they ought; and that ſuch Works were 

Joh. 15. done by this Man, which no other Man 
did; inſtead of charging him with Blaſ- 
hemies in forgiving Sins, they might 

dere known, that he was that God, who 

*Ch. 1. 10. made, and at the appointed time was 
c cme to redeem the World, who forgave 

* 16 43: 5 Sins in this God- like manner. | 


S.E C T. XXI. 


Mak 9. —Whoſoever ſhall receive me, re- 
37" ceiveth not me, but him that ſent, me. 

[Whoſoever receiverh Chriſt, receiverh 
Joh. 10. him not only as the Son, whom the Fa- 
* ther ſanctified and ſent into the World; 
2 Ch. 1. 1. but as the Word, who is God, manifeſt- 
1 Cor. 1. ing his Power and Wiſdom, in the re- 


24. covery of Sinners through Chriſt, in whom 
Seck. 1. he * was to reconcile the World unto him- 
971 


SECT. 
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( 23 ) 
8 E Cc T. XXII. 


— For there is one God, and t 
none other but he. [Who at ſundry 


in thele laſt d 


1. ei {1 $: MCH. Nn 
But for the Elects fake, whom he Mark 13. 


there is Matk 12. 
times, p 
and in divers manners, ſpake in time paſt 
unto the Fathers in the Prophets, hath 
ays ſpoken unto us in his 


hath choſen, he hath ſhortned the Days. 


[Chriſt ſpeaks as the * Son. 
Sr 


Abba, F ather, all things are poſe Mark 14. 


* Joh. 11. 


41. 


take away this Cup from at 


ſible unto thee 
me: Neverthe! 


8, not what I wi 


but 


what thou wilt. [Speaking as Man, and 
the Son of God, he came to do the Will 


of him that ſent him.] 
eee 


Truly this + Man was the Son of Matk 1s. 


God. 
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Lake 1. 
26, Ce. 


at his faying, and Gift in 


e 
8e xxvi. 


AY in rhe fixth Month, the Angel 
Caheiel was ſent from Gd, unto 4 City 
of Gittttee, named Nazartth, to a Vito 7 

used to 2 Man whoſe Name Was 
hb, ot the Houſe of David; and the Vit. 
gin 's Name was Mary. And the Angel 
came in unto her, and ſaid, Hail thou 
that art highly favourid, the Lord is with 


thee: bleſſed art thou Sent Women. 


And wien the faw Him, li was 10 
et Mitid wh 


! + manner of Salutation this ffiöuld be. An 
the Angel id faid po, ro hep fear not Mary ; 


for thou haſt our with God. 
nd behold, 5 ſhale conceive in thy 
—  attd brite torth 4 Son, and falt 
ar Name Jeſus; Ile mall be Great, 

If Be called tile Son of the H adele 

ind the Lotd God {hill give unte Fin thi 
btone' of His Father David. A "bs 


hall reign over eile Horſe of Jacbh for 


ever, and of his , Kingdom there ſhall be 
no End. Then faid* Miry -utito the An- 


gel How ſhall this be, eng I know not 


Han? And the Angel Miſorered and 


. ſaid unto her, The Holy Spirit ſhall come 


upon thee, and the Power of the Higheſt 


ſhall overſhadow thee; Therefore alſo 
that Holy Thing which ſhall be _ of 
thee, 


Error. 


25 5 * 
thee, ſhall be called the Son of God. 
Now, tho this is a Reaſon from Heaven, 
and ought on that account to be eſteem' d 


ſufficient, ſince many who profeſs the 


Chriſtian Religion, cannot receive it as 
ſuch, believing him to exiſt with the Fa- 
ther as a diſtinct Perſon in the Character 


of the Son from Eternity, and therefore 


lay this being Wa to the human 
Nature, can't be ſuppos'd the only reaſon 
of his Sonſhip: and alſo, ſince they who 
are agreed in this, are very much divided 
as to the Dignity of his Perſon and Man- 
ner of Being, and are thereby known, 
as diſtinguiſh'd under the general Names 
of Arian, and Athanaſian: After I have 
mention'd ſomething more particular of 
the difference between them, I ſhall offer 
to Conſideration, what may be neceſſary to 
the better underſtanding ſome Paſſages of 
Scripture, which not being thus interpret - 
ed, appear the occaſion of their common 
But firſt, their difference is briefly 
this. The Arian holds the Word, or Son, 
to be a Perſon deriving from the Father, 
with whom he exiſted before the World 
was, both his Being it ſelf, and incompre- 
henſible Power, Knowledge, and other di- 
vine Attributes, in a manner not reveabd; 
but, is not only diſtinct from, but alſo 
inferior to the Father; who alone, di- 
ſtinct from the Word, or Son, and Spirit, 

D who 
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Joh. 17. 
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who are diſtinguiſh'd in like manner, is 


ſtrictly, and abſolutely, the one ſupreme 
God. On the other hand, thoſe who 
call themſelves Orthodox, tho they agree 
to own the Word, or Son, which with 
both Parties are convertible Terms, a 
Perſon diſtin from the Father; and 
that he has exiſted from Eternity : yet 
ſay, that being begotten before all Worlds, 
of the ſame ſubſtance with the Father, 
they believe he is Co- eſſential and Co- 
equal with hirn in Power and Glory; 
as is alſo the Holy Spirit, who proceeds 
from the Father and Son; and being three 
diſtinct Perſons, are the one ſupreme 
God. But now I proceed to ſome of the 
Texts which ſeem to occaſion theſe miſ- 
takes: only, in a few words, let me cau- 
tion every one, in fo weighty a Point, 
eſpecially ſeeing the Unity of God is ſo 
fully aſſerted in the Scriptures that all 
Parties are oblig'd to own it, how incon- 


ſiſtent ſoever with their Principles ; that 


they endeavour, where theſe Writings are 
myſterious, to unlock them with the Ke 

of other Scriptures, as the following In- 
ſtances may be approved, When our Lord 
had ſaid, And this is Life Eternal, that the 

might know * thee the only true God, 
and Jeſus Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent ; he 
adds, alittle lower, Andnow, O Father, 
glorify thou me with thy own pes 
ers | rac 


„ „een 


” 3 e 


* 


CH) 
the Glory which I had with thee before 
the World was: which is taken by the 
Arians, and others, as a Proof of the Præ- 
exiſtence of the Son, as a diſtinct Perſon, 
conſider'd in his Divine, as he now allo 
is in his human Nature, 

But let ſuch who are willing to receive 
the Truth in the Love of it, ſuſpend a 
while their Judgment; let them revolve 
the ſacred Pages, and they will find we 
are told, he was the Lamb ſlain from the 
Foundation of the World. Now there- * 
fore as Jeſus Chriſt the Son of God had 
Glory with [in] the Father, who is the 
only true God, before the World was, tho 
he was not conceiv'd or . born till the 
Reign of Auguſtus: ſo is he allo ſaid to 
be the Lamb ſlain from the Foundation of 
the World, tho he ſuffer'd not till the 
Reign of Tzberius Ceſar. And agreeable 
to this, we may very conſiſtently under- 
ſtand the place, where he is ſaid to be the 


* firſt-born of every Creature. And thar - col. ;. 


other place, where it is ſaid, when he 15: 


bringeth in rhe firſt- begotten into the, ck 


World. For, it is reply'd, he was ſos. 


with reſpect to him who quickneth the * Rom. 4. 
Dead, and calleth thoſe things which be 46 


not, as though they were. But then they 
tell us further, that the Scripture ſays he 


was made ſo much better than the Angels. * Heb. 1.4, 


Which mult reſpect his divine, not human 
D 2 Nature; 


( 28 ) 

Nature; ſince, as to the latter, he was 

made a little lower than the Angels. To 

which it is anſwer' d, it muſt reſpect him, 

not as the Word, but as the Son of God. 

Seck. 15. The reaſon of which being aſſign'd above, 

may, as to this particular, ſerve to anſwer 

ſuch who infer from hence, the Word, or 

: divine Nature of the Son, muſt be a Crea- 

= --. ture. And to confirm what has been al- 

ö ready offer'd, they may do well to remem- 

ber there is no Compariſon of the Crea- 

tor with the higheſt Rank or Order of his 

Creatures. But that he emptied himſelf, 

by raking our Nature, and thus in the ful- 

neſs of time manifeſted himſelf in the 

Fleſh, in a myſterious manner, in his on- 

ly-begotten Son, who, as ſuch, is made 

berter than the Angels 83 has = 

Spirit without meaſure, which cannot be 

aid of thoſe bright Orders) has been 

' Sect. 3. prov'd from the Sacred Writings. And 
now, ſince I am endeayouring in a Scri 

rural way to folve theſe Difficulties, and 

my deſign is, to go no further than the 

four Goipels; I ſhall here likewiſe take 

notice of that Paſſage, where Chriſt is 

Phil. 2.6, ſaid to be equal with God; and that 

C - orher, where he is calPd the expreſs 

Heb. 1.3. Image, or Character of his Perſon. As 

to the one and the other of theſe, I take 

ir to be generally acknowledg'd by pro- 

fels'd Chriſtians, except the Amans, Semi- 

i Arians, 


* * 6 —_ - 
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Arians, &c. that Chriſt is the moſt 

High God. And I take this to be evi- 
dently-prov'd in few words. We are told 

that God is a Spirit, who was, even in Job. 4. 
the Fulgeſs of his Deity, in Chriſt. 3. 4. , 
Whence then can any who believe this 
have ſuch-confus'd and dark Apprehen- 

ſions of bim who is a jealous God, as to 
conceive there was a diſtinct divine Bei 

or Perſon, 2M Chriſt; _—_— caus'd the 
Apoſtle to ſay of him, that he thought it 

4 — to be equal with God? 
Whereas he being in the Form-of God, 
thought it no Robbery to be equal with 

God, knowing the Fulneſs of the Deity 


dwelt bodily in him: and that though 
God was pleas'd, in a myſterious manner, 
to veil, or empty himſelf, by taking our 


Nature, he did not diminiſh his glorious 


divine Perfections, by manifeſting himſelf 
in his only-begotten Son Chriſt Jeſus: 
who was made in the likeneſs of Men, phil. 2.7. 


and being found in faſhion as a Man, 
he hambled himſelf, and became obedient 
unto Death, even the Death of rhe*Crols. 
Wherefore, God allo hath highly exalted Ver. 9. 
him, &c. And as to the other place, 
the Son of God, the appointed Heir of 
all things, through whom alſo he made 
the Worlds, is molt reaſonably ſaid to be 
the Brightneſs of his Glory, and the ex- 
preſs Image or Character of his Perſon, 
and 


(30) 
and that he ſuſtains all things by the 
Word of his Power; That by himſelf he 


| purged our Sins, and fat down on the 


»Sect. 2: 
® Set, 1. 


right Hand of the Majeſty on high ; who 
hath put all things under his Feet; who 
hath the Spirit of the inviſible God with- 


out meaſure, even the * Father, dwelling 


in him. But one thing more, before I 


cloſe this Section. There be ſome who 


think thoſe words of the Pſalmiſt, a Proof 
of our Lord's Prez-exiſtence, as the Son, 


where he ſays of Chriſt, The Lox ſaid 


9 Plal. 2.7. 


unto him, thou art my Son, this Day 
have I begotten thee; not as a thing 
which was to do, but was already done. 
To ſuch 1 anſwer, that it is true, the 


Works of God were! finiſhed from the 


Foundation of the World; but this does 
not hinder, that the Prophet David 


ſhould ſpeak prophetically of Chriſt in 


bs 2 Tim. 1s 
2 


this place. Which I think will eaſily ap- 
pear, by the Application of the words. 
Which being conſider'd, I hope it may 
appear likewiſe, that if the go er 
are rightly us'd, by ſearching and com- 
paring them together, we may have from 
thence, by the aids of his Grace, ſuch 
knowledge of the Things of God, and 
Myſtery of Chriſt, as will enable us to 


lay, we know in whom we have be- 


liey'd. If therefore this Method be pur- 
ſued, as on the one hand they mult ſee 
the 


(31) 
the Violence done to the Writings of the 
- Prophets; ſo on the other, they would 
© Bl ſce it alſo done to thoſe of Chriſt, and 
his Apoſtles : and that the Unity of God, 
> I whatever 2 pretend, is manifeſtly ſub- 
0 Principles. 


verted by ſuc 


2 S EC T. XXVII. 


0 —— Of him ſhall the Son of Man be Lake 9. 
f aſnham' d, when he ſhall come in his own zs. 
n, Glory, and Father's, and of the = 
Angels. In his own Glory, as God- Job. 8. 
man, and his Father's Glory, as Man and * 

the * Son of God.] * Sect. 1. 


S ECT. XXVIIL 


cannot think it neceſſary, that if we 
would underſtand St. John's Goſpel, we 
ſhould be acquainted with the hiſtorical 
P- FOccaſion of it; as that it was writ a- 
ds. NMainſt Cerinthus, Ebion, and ſuch like; 
ay which would be to ſuppoſe, that, tho it 
res is a part of the Revelation, which brings 
m- Hife and Immortality to Light, it con- 
om rains what is not ſufficiently explain'd by 
t ſelf, nor in the whole Book of God. 
\nd therefore that any thing of this kind 
ropt from a late celebrated Pen, we muſt 
tribute it to human Frailty. However, 
Pur- JF think, there is no need to queſtion, that 
8 this 


632) 
this and the other divine Books, were 
writ for the Inſtruction and Comfort of 
God's People; that they might refute, 
by rhe diligent uſe of them, the many 
Errors, which, probably at that time, 


bur eſpecially during the Apoſtacy, ſhould 


prevail among the Outer-Court Worſhip- 
pers. And that they might find this 
Book, in particular, exceeding uſeful, to 
. oppole any who disbelieve the Unity of 
God, or Deity of Chriſt. Our bleſſed 
Lord ſays, When the Son of Man cometh, 
ſhall he find Faith on the Earth? And 
indeed, conſidering the Myſtery of Ini- 
quity begun to work in the Apoſtles time, 
and the poiſonous Infection ſpread all a- 
round, till Antichriſt was form'd, by ſuch 
as took the Errors of the Times with their 
Religion by Inheritance; we have Reaſon 
to fear, that now for a long time, the 
Witneſſes for Truth have been but few. 
I have already mention'd two numerous 
Partics, and given a ſhort account of what 
they held: the one of which, after vari- 
ous Struggles, having eſtabliſh'd their Opi- 
nions for Orthodox, the other declin'd 
under the Name of the Arian Hereſy. But 
now I come to mention a third, which 
ſeem of much later Date; theſe hold that 
Chriſt, tho frequently call'd God, being 
ſuch by Office, did not exiſt. in either 
Character, as diſtinct from, and inferior 
Ef L to, 
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* 


to, or Co- equal, and Eſſential with the 


one ſupreme God, and is no more by Na- 
ture than a Man. And this is the Scinian. 
So that by what I have briefly ſaid of 


impartially to - enquire whether 


much they are divided in che moſt weigh 
and fundamental point of Faith; and the 
what wonder, if y the Clue of theſe falſe 
Principles, they run themſelves into thoſe 
Labytinths of Error, which end in their 
own Confuſion. But, beſides ſuch as 
theſe, who telying on their. own Strength 
have err'd; there ate many others, it 
may be fear d, at this Day, Ra arè rcady 
enough,” if words would do, to fiy the 
Bible is their Rule in this great Affair, 
(who have not been concermd under a 
Senſe of Guilt to humble themſelves before 
God, and ſubmit to the Inſtitutions of 
this Rule, as the ordinary means he has 
appointed, not only of covenanting with 
him, and obtaining an aſſurance of Par- 
don for paſt Sins, but alſo of receiving 
greater meaſures of Light and Knowledge, 
and Grace to keep from Sin in time tb 
come :) who yet think they are oblig'd 
to believe in matters of Religion, what 
others once aſſert to be their Duty, with- 
out ever ſetting themſelves ſeriauſſy and 
o 6 er thoſe 
things are ſo. But however they ma 
ſooth themſelves in Acting in ſuch an uti. 
1 E reaſonable 


_ 1 TIS» - - " 77 4 
each of theſe,” it is very evident, 0 


* 


634) 
reaſonable manner, whether it proceeds 
from an unſuitable deference to the Mini- 
ſter, or love to Eaſe, at the expence of 
Duty; or on the account of any worldl 
Views: they may be aſſured of this, that 
he who gave them Reaſon, and endued 
them with Capacity to know their Ma- 
ker, will not accept of ſuch unreaſonable 
Service at their 3 But to return 
from whence I have digreſs d. Since it is 
not unlikely that St. John had a particular 
regard to the Jews his Countrymen, when 
he wrote his Goſpel, it may not be im- 
proper juſt to obſerve here, that Philo, an 
eſteem'd Writer of that Nation, who liy'd 
about this time, ſays, the Word is a Name 
of God; and muſt be ſuppos'd to believe 
agreeable to what the Plalmiſt ſays, that 
he made Heaven and Earth: and there- 
fore in this he differ d not with John, 
who ſays the Word was God, and that all 
Things were made by him, but that he 
became Fleſh ; in this they differ'd, the 
Jews would not believe this Myſtery 
(which without Controverſy is great) 
tho our Lord ſays he did thoſe Works a- 
mong them, that never any other Man 
did. But here we may obſerve, ſince the 
Arians by reaſon of our rendring the Word 
with God, as a diſtin Perſon from the 
Father, ſay it would be an abſurdity to 
believe he is the ſame Perſon with w m_ 
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(35) 
he was; that Athenagoras, a molt antient- 
Chriſtian Writer, ſpeaking of this, does 
not give them the advantage they take 
by our Tranſlation, when he fays God is 
an inviſible Mind, in whom the Word was 
from the beginning: which is fo juſt a De- 
finition of the Text, that I believe none 
who are open to Truth will except againſt 
it, But that we may have the clearer Ap- 
prehenſion of it, let us ſeriouſly conſider 
the Import of the Expreſſions, Mind 
and Word. And if it be allow'd, the 
Word of a rational Being conveying the 
real Sentiments of the Mind, is juſtly 
ſaid to be the Mind of this Being thus 
expreſs d, ſo in like manner, may we hum- 
bly ſpeak it, is Chriſt the Word, God the 
inviſible Mind, manifeſting himſelf by 
Power and Wiſdom. And I think none 
can well imagine, if the Jews had believ d 


the one God and everlaſting Father, by 


his Name the Word, manifeſting himſelf 
ro them, and dwelling with them, in his 
only-begotren Son, who being conceiv'd 
in the Womb of the Virgin, by the Holy 
Spirit, who is God, was faid to come out 
from God: had they beliey*d this, tha 
they had continued the fame Sentiments 
of the Unity of God they always had; 
ſure, none can think the Truth of their 
Chriſtianity would have been once queſ- 
tion d, except when the Myſtery of Ini- 
1 E 2 quity 


* fps. a 
ti egun to work, among thoſe who 
n e 0 f that. Leligion. 


Joh. 1. 1. FR the 1  wak the Word, anc ſo 
the Word was with God, and the Wor bs 
was God. The ſame was in the 1 * 445 at 
with God. All Things were made by | a 
him; and without him was 00 ching 
made that was made. Or erg 

15 the beginning: was the „ and the 


was in God; and the ord was 
God. This Word was. in the be inning k 
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in God. All Things were made * bs 


2Cor. Cc. [Who 1s a iel Bum. nt 
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> Joh. 4.21- enn 56 + a . Ul 
| 8 Bi c T. XXX, 17525 0 

Q 


Joh. 1. 14. And the Word was made Fleſh, and hi 
ach among us (and we beheld his Glo- 75) 

the Glory as of the Only -· begotten of || r< 
5 Hather) full of 5 and Truth. P 
[When 2 Appſt had ſaid, the Word | 01 
was made Flei and dwelt among us; | ir 
he then ſays, we beheld his Glory, the | h 
Glory as of the Only- begotten: not there- || at 
by intending, he was begotten as to his || ft 
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Divinity, but as he was Man and the 0 — 
of God, being concely'd by. the. 5 te 
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No Man hath ſeen God at any time; Joh. 1.19, 
the r Son, who is in the o- 


any time, nor ſeen his Shape. Not that | 
my Man hath ſeen the Father, ſave he Ch. 6.46. 
who 
There ſhall. no Man fee me and live. Ex. 33. 
—— Whom no Man hath ſeen, or + can ſee. a 
vet God pines the Light of the Know- 16. 
2 . the Glory * of God in the Face of 3 Cora. 
ch iſt, . in whom dwelleth the Ful- 

nels of the Deity bodily. , But as I have « Sed. r5. 
undertaken, by God's aſſiſtance, to re- | 
concile the Scriptures to that main Point, 

for which I contend: fo I think I have 

here a proper occaſion, and ſhall be car 

rying on what I intend, to endeayour to 
remove the difficulties charg'd on thoſe 
Paſſages, which ſeem to contradict ſuch 

other Texts, wherein we are told he is 
inviſible ; and particularly thar, which 

lays, Ye have neither heard his Voice at 

any time, nor ſeen his Shape. To in- 

ſtance a few of them; we are told the 


Lon appear d to Abraham and ſaid, Un- Gen. 16 


to thy Seed will I give this Land: And 7. 
there builded he an Altar unto the Logp 
who appeared upto him. Another Paſ- 


ſage 
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(38) 

2 Ch.18.1. ſage to this pnrpoſe, is that of the Lord's 
appearing to in the Plains of Mamre, 

and alſo that where Moſes and Aaron and 
Trad. 24. ſeventy of the Elders of Iſrael faw the God 
ke. of Iſrael, and there was under his Feet, 
Sc. So we read one of the Prophets ſaw 

1 6. . the Loxp * ſitting upon a Throne; which 
Joh. 12. this Evangeliſt fays, was Chriſt, And in 
the preceding Goſpel, we are told, the 
Lak. 3, Holy Spirit deſcended in a bodily Shape, 
* like a Dove, upon Chriſt. And to name 


*Rey, 1. no more; when he appear'd to John, he 


17. - fell at his Feet as dead: till he laid his 
right Hand upon him, W unto him, 
Fear not, I am the firſt and the laſt. That 
we may rightly underſtand ſuch Scriptures, 
it - will be neceſſary that we ſearch and 
compare with great attention the Sacred 
Records; and proceeding in this manner, 
we ſhall be able to know, and therefore 
reconcile them, and Ignorance herein be 
no more the occaſion of Error in di- 
vine Things. As to this particular, I may 
propoſe only a few Texts to make it evi- 
dent. As that which ſays an Angel of 


?Ex. 3-2, the” Lox D appear'd to Moſes in a Flame 


of Fire, out of the midſt of the Buſh. 
——Ver. 4. And when the Loxp ſaw that 
he turned aſide to ſee, God called to him 
out of the midſt of the Baſh, Here it is 
plain, that he who is called God, is an 
Angel of the Loxp: the reaſon of which 
h 18 
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ure, 
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639 

is given, in that place which ſays, his Th 23. 
Name was in him. And theſe compar pd 1 
with the like under the Chriſtian Dilpen- 
ſation; as where the Angel ſpeaks. as * Rex, 
very Chriſt, wn after to prevent St. Jolas 

in the Worſhip he deſign'd, he charg'd 

him not to doh it to _ # Fellow:Creaturs 8 
but to warldlp Gall 5010 51/111 *Ch, 22. 
103 97 16. 


SEC 1. XXII. 


But Jeſus did not commit himſelf! unto _ 2.24. 
them, becauſe he knew wall Men, and 
needed not that any ſhould teſtify of 
Man; for he knew what was in Man.“ 
[— Whoſe Heart thou knoweſt: for g 13.5 
thou, even thou, only knoweſt the Hearts J 
of all the Children of Men. ——And all the 
Churches ſhall know, that I am he which“ Rev. 2. 
ſearcheth the Reins and Hearts. —The * 
Righteous 7 God trieth the * Hearts and I 7. 9. 
Reins.] er 


- E C T. XXXIIL/ 


And no Man hath ended up to > Hea- Joh. 3-133 
ven, but he that came down from Hea- 
ven, even the Son of Man who is in Hea- 
ven. [But there is no mention in an 
place, that a certain diſtinct Being, call'd 
the Son of God, came down from Hea- 
ven, took our Nature, and is ſaid to be in 
Heayen.] SECT. 
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(49) 
8E Or. Ney. 


Job. 3.1. For God ſent not his Son into ob 
World, to condemn the World; but that 
the World through him might be ſaved, 
Luk. a.. — Into the World, when the " bleffed 
VPirgin brought forth. her firſt-born, who 
ch. 1. 33. being conceiv'd in her Womb by the 
3 Seft. 1. Holy 8 Sig Was therefore calPd the Son 
of oy ; 


, - 


8 B c T. FI " 1 508 

Job. 4.24. Godis 28 irit. [=—Who bach __ 
2 Cor. 5. ciled : us ro himſelf by Jeſus Chriſt, in 
* - whom he was reconciling the World unto 
: himſelf not imputing their Treſpaſſes' un. 

e 2. to — the * Lord is that 5 8 
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SEC T. XXVII. 


My Father workerh hitherto, and 
I work. 1 Father worketh hitherto, 
.-' " ſpeaking as che Sen; and I work, con- 
Sect. 1. fidef d as God-many the Son in” Whorh 
the Father'dwelleth. J nos 01 NIV. e 


Joh. 5.17. 
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SECT. XXXVII. 


% 
- 
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Verily, verily, I ſay unto you, Joh, $19, 


the Son can do nothing of himſelf, but 
what he ſeeth the Father do: for what 


Things ſoever he doth, theſe alſo doth the 


Son likewiſe, Ver. 30. I can of my 


own ſelf do nothing: as J hear, I judge: 


and my Judgment is juſt ; becauſe I ſeek 


not my own Will, but the Will of the 
Father which hath ſent me. [The Son 
can do nothing of himſelf, I can of m 


own ſelf do nothing; as I hear I judge, 


and my Judgment is juſt, becauſe I ſeek 


not my own Will (conſider'd as the Son) iy 


but the Will of the Father which hath ſent 

me. The Son, having the Spirit with- * 3˙ 
out meaſure, doth always thoſe things 
which pleaſe the Father; and whatſoever 
Things he doth, theſe alſo doth the Son, 

in whom the Father dwelleth.] 5 


SE C T. XXXVIIL 


But my Father giveth you the Job. 5.32. 
true Bread from Heaven. "The Child 
that was propheſy*d ſhould be born, the 
Son that was to be given, and was of the | 
Fathers, as concerning the Fleſh ; was Nom. 9# 
himſelf the everlaſting * Father, Who iss\g. 9. 6. 
over all, God bleſſed for ever.) 1 
F SECT. 


042 


8 BC T. XXXIX. 


Job. s. 38. For I came down from Heaven, not to 
do my own Will, but the Will of him 
that ſent me. [I came down from Hea- 
ven, (conſider'd as the Word) not to do 
my own Will (conſider'd as the Son) but 
the Will of him that ſent me. Which 
made the Jews who did not underſtand 
what he ſaid, on the account of the my- 

a ſterious manner wherein he expreſs him- 

= s ſelf, murmur at him; becauſe he faid, I 
am the Bread which came down from 
Heaven: and they ſaid, Is not this J eſus, 
the Son of Foſeph, whoſe Father and Mo. 
ther we know? How is it then that he 
faith, I came down from Heaven? Which 

 appear'd impoſſible to them, who would 

* Seft. 38. not believe that the * Father dwelt in, 

? Seft. 2c. and is one with the Son (not as they 
ſuppos d, of Joſeph, but) of God. 
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Joh. 6. 31. I am the living Bread which came down 
from Heaven; if any Man eat of this 
Bread, he ſhall live for ever: and the 
Bread that I will give, is my Fleſh, which 
I will give for the Life of the World. 

- 2: [His Fleſh, the Temple in which he 

8 delt, who is the * which down 

own 
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down from Heaven to give his Fleſh, e- | 
ven his Life, "a Ranſom, and make his ' Mat, 208m, 
Soul an Offering for Sin, conſider'd as - Jg. 53. | 


Man, and the Son of God.] 10. 
10 er Rom. 3. 
A- een en A000 10. 


do | — both this offend you? Whar and Joh. 6.6, 
ut if ye ſhall fee the Son of Man alecnd oc. 


up where he was before! It is the Spirit 
that quickneth, the Fleſh profiteth no- 
thing: the words that I fpeak unto you, 
they are Spirit, and they are Life. [We 

an account in this Chapter, that 
not only the Jews who continr'd in open 
Unbelief, bur likewiſe many of our Eord's 
Diſciples, murmured at him. Whence we 
may obſerve, that not only the viſible 
Unbeliever, but alfo the prerended Dif 
ciple, will be alike offended by Word 
which, duly conſider'd, are Spirit and 
Life.] | MEE IE 


SECT. XIII. 


—— My Doctrine is not mine, but his Joh. 7.16, 
that fent me. If any Man will do his?“ 


Will, he ſhall know of the Docttine, 
whether it be of God, or whether I ſpeak 


of my * ſelf. | *Seft. 39. 
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Job. 7.23: Then cried Jeſus in the Temple, as he 


taught, laying, Ye both know me, and ye 
know whence Iam: and I am not come 
of my ſelf, but he that ſent me is true, 
whom ye know not. [Who being in him, 
the Prophecy they ſpoke of was fulfilPd, 
that no Man knoweth whence he is. 
Which ſince they did not believe what our 
Lord ſaid, they could not underſtand to 

Mic. g. 2. relate to the place of his Birth, that be- 
ing known to them; nor that they ſhould 
not know him, when he came, to be from 
God; but rather to the magnificent Ap- 
pearance with which Chriſt ſhould come, 
from ſome conceaPd Retirement, when he 
aſſum' d the Kingdom: and therefore 
could not believe that Jeſus of Nazareth, 

* Phil.2-7. Who addreſs'd to them in the * form of a 
Servant, was their Meſſiah.) 


S ECT. XIIV. 


For I am not alone, but I and the 

Father that ſent me. {I denoting the 
Ch. 10. Union; and the Father that ſent me, the 
3% Diſtinction of the two Natures, ] 
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SECT. 


192 By == ay 


IC 
1C 


SB CT, XEV;,4i-7 


e proceeded forth, and came Joh. 8.42; | 


from God; neither came I of my ſelf, 
but he ſent me. [God ſent forth his Son, * Gal. 4.4- 


made of a Woman, conceiy'd in her 


Womb by the Holy Spirit. Soc. 34. 
SECT. IVI. 


Your Father Abraham rejoiced to ſee Joh. 8.56, 
my Day; and he ſaw it, and was glad. ©*, 
Then ſaid the Jews unto him, Thou art 
not yet fifty years old, and haſt thou ſeen 
Abraham! Jeſus ſaid unto them, Verily, 


verily, I lay unto you, before Abraham 


was, I am: [Conſider'd as to his divine 
Nature, as to which, he is over all, God ' ** 38: 
bleſſed for ever.] 


SECT. XVI. 


As the Father knoweth me, even fo Job. 10. 


know I the Father. [The Chriſt * of God, Lk. 9. 
having the Spirit without meaſure, even 20. 


the Father, dwelling in him.] * 


Sect. I. 
8B CT. XL 


My Sheep hear my Voice, and I know Job. 10. 
them, and they follow me. And I give” ©” 
unto 
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2 \ 4 J- JF, 
unto them eternal Life, and they ſhall 
never periſh, neither ſhall any pluck them 
out of wb aw My Father, who gave 
them me, is greater than all : and none is 
_ to N them out of my Father's 

md. Land and my Father are one. [I, con- 

* x Tim. 3. fer das God wanilelt in the Fleſh, and 

Ch. 2.4, my Father, as Man and the Son of God, 

? Sect. 1. are one.] 


2 er, 

4 c. faid, Father, I thank thee that thou haft 
heard me. And I knew that thou — 
me always: but becauſe of the Peop 


which ſtand by, I ſaid it, that dera 7 
believe that thou haſt * me. 82 


lr 26. der d * 


S E. C T. I. 


Joh. 12. He hath blinded their Eyes, and hard- 


4% © ned their Heart; that they ſhould not 


ſee with their Eyes, nor underſtand with 
their Heart, ' and be converted, and 1 
ſhould heal chem. Theſe things ſaid 
16g. 6. 1. Iſaias, when he ſaw his Glory, and ſpake 
16. of him. [Whoſe Name alone is ] E- 
HO VA H.] 


SECT. 
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SECT. LL 
Jeſus cried and ſaid, He that believeth Job. 12. 
on me, believeth not on me; but on him ”*. 
that ſent me, and he that ſeeth me, feeth 
him that ſent me. [Believeth not on me 
the Son, but on him that ſent me, who Sed. 3. 
* dwellethin me, and is one with me ; Sc. 1. 
and therefore he that ſeeth me, ſeeth him 48. 


that ſent me, even the inviſible God + seg. 31. 
thus manifeſt in the Only- begotten of the 


i Father. | I [F354 * Chtth 


SECT, Il. 


Jeſus ee, that the Father had given Job. 13.3. 
all Things into his Hands, and that he was 

come from God, and went to God. [As _ 
the © Son.] Beck. 34. 


SECT. III. 


Verily, verily, I ſay unto you, he that Job. 13. 
receiveth whomſoever I ſend, ” receiveth ? 5g. 
me: and he that receiveth me, receiveth 6 
him that ſent me. [Who is in me.] ch. 17. 


SECT. IV. 
Let not your Heart be troubled ; ye Job. 14. 1: 


believe in God, believe alſo in me. 
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Joh. 4. Philip faith unto him, Lord, ſhew us 
8, & the Father, and it ſufficeth us. Jeſus faith 


unto him, Have I been ſo long time with 


you, and yet haſt thou not known me, 
Philip? He that hath ſeen me, hath ſeen 


the Father; and how ſayſt thou then, ſhew 


us the Father? Believeſt thou not that 


Joh. 3. I am in the Father, and the Father in 


me? The words that I ſpeak unto you, 


I ſpeak not of my ſelf: but the Father 


that dwelleth in me, he doth the Works. 


"SECT. LVL 


Jeh:14* Tf ye love me, keep my Command. 


15, Oc. 


ments. And I will pray the Father, and 
he ſhall give you another Comforter, that 
he may abide with you for ever; even the 
Spirit of Truth, whom the World can- 
not receive, , becauſe it ſeeth him not, 
neither knoweth him: but ye know him, 

for he dwelleth with you, and ſhall be in 

you. [And I will pray the Father, for 

1 Tim. there is one God, and one Mediator 
2. 5. between God and Men, the Man Chriſt 
Seck. 55. Jeſus, in whom God was; and by whom 
he reconciles the World to himſelf. _ 
4 e 
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(49) 


| he ſhall give you another Comforter, e- 


ven the Spirit of (Chriſt che) Truth, in- Job. 14; 


| ſtead of his bodily Preſence. And there- © 


fore, he not only fays, he dwelleth with 
you, and ſhall be in you; but likewiſe 
adds, I will not leave you Comfortleſs : 


I will come to you 


Jeſus anſwered and ſaid-unto him, if a oh. 14; 


Man love me, he will keep my words; 23. 

and my Father will love him, and we 

will come unto him, and make our Abode 

with him. [The Holy Spirit, the pro- 
misd Comforter, whom the * Father will Ver. 26. 
ſend in my Name; even the Spirit of Rom. 8, 
him who rais'd up Jeſus from the Dead,“ 


= 


make our Abode with him. 23. 


and is rhar-God who is a * per man. e 35 
feſting himſelf through Chri 
him, and we will come unto him, and 7 


, Will love * Joh. 17. 


Rom. 6, 


SECT. Lil. 
Ye have heard 'how J faid unto you, Joh. 14. 


I go away, and come 


in unto you: if? 


ye loved me, ye would rejoice, becauſe 

I ſaid, I go unto the Father: for my Fa- 

ther is greater than I. Ver. 31.— And Set. 43. 

as the Father gave me Commandment, 
| G 


even 


. 
even ſo I do: [ Conſider'd as Man, and 
Seck. 37. the Son of God.] 
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5 Ich. 13. He that hateth me, hateth my Father | 


2, O. allo. If I had not done among them Þ} -, 
the Works which no other Man did, they . 
had not had Sin: but now have they both 
ſeen, and hated both me and my Father, [ 

But now. have they both ſeen, and ha- 

> Set. 48. ted, both me, as God manifeſt in the 0 

Fleſh, and my Father, conſider'd as the 
sed. 1. Son, being conceiy'd by the i Holy Spi- 
rit. ] e 
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Ich. x5; But when the Comforter is come, whom | Y 
26. I will ſend unto you from the Father, f 
even the Spirit of Truth, which pro- || © 
ceedeth from the Father, he ſhall reftify t 
of me. [Whom I will ſend unto you 
from the Father, even the Spirit of Truth, 
which proceedeth from the Father, who 
Seck. 1. + dyelleth in me, and is one with me, 


Leck. 48. he ſhall tellify of me.] 
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SECT. IXI. 


For if I go not away, the Com- Jeb. 16. 7. 
forter will not come unto you ; but if I 
depart, I will fend him unto you. [—If 
I go not away, conſider'd as the Son, 
the Comforter who is the Holy Spirit, & 14. 
by whom the Son, as fuch, was * con- - ih 
ceived, will not come unto you; bur if 
1 depart, I, who have the Spirit without, 5 f. . 
Meaſure, and am the firſt * and the laſt, + Sed. 12. 
God manifeſt in the Fleſh, will ſend him Sec. 48. 
unto you.] ; MM 
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SECT. IXII. 


T have yet many things to ſay unto Joh. 16. 
you, but ye cannot bear them now. 2. 
Howbeit, when he the Spirit of Truth is 
come, he will guide you into all Truth: 
for he ſhall not ſpeak of himſelf; bur 
whatſoever he ſhall hear, that ſhall he 
ſpeak : and he will ſhew you Things 
to come, He ſhall glorify me ; for he 
ſhall receive of mine, and ſhall ſnew it 
unto you. All Things that the Father 
hath, are mine: therefore ſaid I, that he 
ſhall take of mine, and ſhall ſhew it unto 

ou. [— He ſhall not ſpeak of himſelf; 
ht whatſoever he ſhall hear, that ſhall he 

G 2 ſpeak ; 
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ſpeak; and he will ſhew you Things to 


b Sect. 48. come. Which denotes the Union of the 


Father and Son; and that the righteous 
1 a God, Who is a Spirit, doth manifeſt 
himſelf in a gracious manner to Sinners, 


' only + through his beloved Son; who 


17. alone could fay, when he breath'd on his 


© Joh. 20. Apoſtles, © Receive ye the Holy Spirit: 


for he ſhall receive of mine, and ſhall 


ſhew it unto you: and the Reaſon is gi- 
ven; all Things that the Father hath, are 
mine: therefore ſaid I, he ſhall take of 
mine, in whom the Father dwelleth, 


Sed. 5 5. 
and ſhall ſhew ir unto you. 

SECT. LXIIL 

come into the World: again, I leave the 


World, and go to the Father. [Conſider d 
©Seft. 26. as the! Son, |] 


SE C T. LXIV. 


Joh. 17. . Theſe words ſpake Jeſus, and lift up 
his Eyes to Heaven, and ſaid, Father, 
the Hour is come; glorify thy Son, that 
thy Son alſo may glorify thee. As thou 
haſt given him Power over all Fleſh, that 
he ſhould give eternal Liſe to as many as 
„Adel | 2 1) thou 


aud in this place, he ſhall glorify me; 


Joh. 16. I came forth from the Father, and am 
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8 
thou haſt given him. And this is Life 
Eternal, that they might know thee the 

only true God, and Jeſus Chriſt whom 

thou haſt ſent. I have glorified thee on 

the Earth: I have Gnifhed the Work 

which thou gaveſt me to do. And now, 

O Father, glorify thou me with thine 

own ſelf, with the Glory which I had 

with thee before the World was. [Theſe ©. 
words ſpake Jeſus ; and lift up his Eyes 

to Heaven, the place of the glorious Re- 
ſidence of the Son of Man; who being Ch. 3. 73. 
the. Son, whoſe Name is the everlaſting * 16 9. 6. 
Father, conſider'd as ſuch, is in Heaven: 

and ſaid, Father, the Hour is come, glo- | 
rify thy Son, that thy Son alſo may glo- 
rify thee. As thou haſt given him Power 
over all Fleſh, that he ſhould give cter, 

nal Life to as many as thou haſt given 

him. And this is Life Erernal, that they | 
might know thee the only true God, | 
(even the Father) and Jeſus Chriſt whom 

thou haſt ſent, I have glorified thee on | 
the Earth: I have finiſhed the Work 1 
which thou gue me to do: Confſider'd 

as Man, and the Son of God. And now, Seck. 9. | 
O Father, glorify thou me with (or in) 'Y 
thine own ſelf, with the Glory which | 
I had with (or in) thee before the World 

was. Which we may compare with 0- 

ther places; and particularly that, _— 
| The 
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; (54) 
the Apoſtle Paul fays, Bleſſed be the 


. * Ephs 1.2. God and Father of our Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt, who / hath bleſſed us with all 
ſpiritual Bleſſings in heavenly places in 
hriſt; according as he hath choſen us 


in him, before the Foundation of the 


a World. Even in him, who * the Apoſtle 
Peter alſo ſays was verily fore-ordain'd' 

(Cor fore-known) before the Foundation 

of the World, but was manifeſt in theſe” 

laſt Times for you, who by him do be- 

lieve in God, who raiſed him from the 
dead, and gave him Glory, (conſider'd as 

the Son) that your Faith and Hope might 


be in God. And to this purpoſe, like- 


Sec. 26. wiſe, is that of the Apoſtle John * above- 
mention'd ; which, with other Texts, re- 
quire a ſerious Attention.) 

8 


SECT. NA. 


Joh. 17. 
11. 


Holy Father, keep, through thine 
own Name, thoſe whom thou haſt given 
; me, that they may be one, as we are. 
. them, and thou in * me.] 


er 


Job. 179. That they all may be one, as thou, 
1 : Father, art in me, and I in * thee; that 
* they alſo may be one in us; that the 
World 


' 


| 
4 
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World may believe that thou haſt ſent 


# 


me. And the coy which thou gayeſt 

me, I have given them: that they may 

be one, even as we are one. I in them, 
; and thou in me; that they may be made 
perfect in one, and that the World may 
know that thou haſt ſent me, and haſt 
loved them, as thou haſt loved me. 
] or thou lovedſt me before the * Sec. 63+ 
4 Foundation of the World. O 'righteons 
Father, the World hath not known thee; 
, but I have known thee, and theſe have 
4 known that thou haſt ſent me; and I 
K 


have declared unto them thy Name, and 

will declare it: that the Love wherewith 

thou haſt loved me, may be in them, and Rom. 8. 
o ” 


S E C T. LXVIL 


' Jeſus. faith unto her, Touch me not; Joh. 20. 
© for I am not yet aſcended to my Fa- 7 
n ther: but go to my Brethren, and 
* | fay unto them, I aſcend unto my Fa- 

ther, and your Father, and to my God, 

and your. God. | Conſider'd as the 


SON, ] Nt ' 
U, 
1e 


| 

| 

at | _ a 3 + $RCT. 
| | 

| 

| 

| 


Joh. 21. 
17. 
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Then Gich he to Thomes, Reach hither 
thy Finger, and behold my Hands; and 
reach hither thy Hand, and chruſt it in- 
to my Side: — be not faithleſs, hut 
believing. And Themas anſwerd and 
aid unto him, My Lord, and my God. 
Jeſus faith unto him, lam; becmiſe 
thou haſt ſeen me, thou haſt believed: 
bleſſed. are they * have not mw and 
yet have ere. . 


SECT. LXIX. 


Simon Son of Jones ey thou 
me? Peter was grieved, becauſe he ſaid 
unto him the third time, loveſt thou me ? 
and he {aid unto him, Lord thou know- 
eſt all Things ; - thou knowet that I love 


au this, by the help of Chritt, 1 
have ſet this —* Truth, that he is the 
moſt high God, the firſt, and the laſt, 
in the beſt and cleareſt Light I could. 
I can {peak it in his Preſence, who alone 
knows the Hearts of the Children of 
ny 
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Men, . that my Aim in this fall Work 


has been to oppole thoſe _ erroneous 
Doctrines, that have prevaild with ma- 
ny, to the diſhonour of his Name, 
and the endangering their own, and o- 
thers Ruin. And, therefore, if it ſhall 
pleaſe him to, grant any Succeſs to 
the Endeavonrs-of one of the meaneſt 


of his Servants, whom he has oſten 


deliver d, in a moſt gracious manner, 
from Death and Hell; that I may now 


be inſtrumental, in-prdmoting his Truth; 
the Honour of 8 N ame ; and the 
Welfare and Happfneſs of my Fellow- 
Creatures: it mal be a great Occa- 


ſion of Praiſe to God my Saviour. 


can only aſſure the Reader, IJ am not 
conſcious, that I have paſs'd. any dif- 
ficult Place, that I have not explain'd ; 
and, as far as I haye gone, he will 
judge, what regard I have had to the 
Scripture in doing it. I may likewiſe 
lay, with . reſpect to Education, that 
Truth has been purſued, without Pre- 
judice; and that I have acted, as a 
conſiſtent Proteſtant, on the Principles 
of rhe Reformation,” Bur, as I faid, 
the Reader muſt judge, whether I have 
offer'd what is agreeable to the Sacred 
Record, the Guide which I propos d 
to follow : and whether any Method 
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